
   
An all inclusive guide to learn 
everything about acid attacks 
women all around the world are 
forced to endure and learn how 
you can be apart of the change 
to bring an end to them. 

ACID ATTACKS

FOR THE ATIJEEVAN FOUNDATION

Why they happen
So why do acid attacks happen? Most 
often, acid attacks are the result of 
gender based violence. It may occur 
because of an insufficient dowry paid 
by the women’s family when she is 
married, because a woman refuses to 
marry a man or rejects sexual 
advances, or simply due to an 
argument or misunderstanding. They 
do happen to women mostly but can be 
inflicted on men as well. 

   Who are the 
perpetuators?

The ones inflicting the crime can be 
anyone- a husband, father, sister in 
law, brother, etc. Unfortunately, in 
most cases the perpetuators receive 
little to no consequences due to the 
shame of women speaking out or the 
injustice of law officials. 

What are Acid Attacks?
Acid attacks “are the deliberate 
use of acid to attack another 
human being. The victims of acid 
violence are overwhelmingly 
women and children, and 
attackers often target the head 
and face in order to maim, 
disfigure and blind. Acid has a 
devastating effect on the human 
body, often permanently blinding 
the victim and denying them the 
use of their hands. As a 
consequence, many everyday tasks 
such as working and even 
mothering are rendered extremely 
difficult if not impossible” (Acid 
survivors trust international). Acid 
attacks damage all aspects of life- 
socially, economically, 
physically, and emotionally. 

What they are, how to properly react and aid, 
treatment, and how to prevent them
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The Damage of Acid Attacks

Physically 
The physical damage of acid attacks is 
detrimental. Nitric or sulphuric acid 
severely damages any part of the body 
as it is so strong that it can melt away 
bone.  Acid attacks can result in 
permanent blindness, loss of function 
of body parts, and devastating scarring 
among some.

Emotionally 
According to Acid Survivors Trust 
International, “The psychological scars 
may be less visible but they are just as 
real and traumatic. The severe isolation 
many survivors face as they are 
ostracized from their communities, lose 
the ability to earn a living and much of 
the independence they once enjoyed, 
causes additional difficulty.”

Financially 
According to Acid Survivors Trust 
International, “In the poorest countries 
where many women depend on the income 
generated by their husbands, women 
survivors face little chance of 
marriage, condemning them to extreme 
and inescapable poverty.”
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How to Aid An Acid 
Attack Victim

If you are around someone who has 
been a victim of an acid attack it is 
crucial that you take immediate steps 
to provide treatment. 

According to “Stop Acid 
Attacks” these are the steps 
one should take when in the 
midst of an acid attack:

1. The most important First Aid is to 
immediately wash the affected body 
part of a patient with plenty of fresh 
or saline water.

2. Don’t rinse the burn area with dirty 
water as it can cause severe infection.

3. Keep flushing the affected burn 
area with plenty of cool water,(not 
very cold) until the patient’s burning 
sensation starts fading. It may take 
30-45 minutes.

4. Remove all the jewelry or clothing 
which had contact with acid.

5. Don’t apply any kind of cream, 
ointment on the affected area as it 
may slow the treatment procedure by 
doctors.

6. If possible, use sterilized gauze to 
loosely wrap the affected area. The 
gauze protects the skin from air, 
debris, dirt and contamination.

7. Rush the patient to a burn 
specialty hospital having isolated 
wards for burn patients
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Too often, many are unaware of 
the injustices women are 
subjected to around the world. 
Once you've educated yourself, 
the next step is to educate others. 
You can do this by starting a blog 
or website, making a club at your 
school, hosting a movie night that 
shows a documentary or film 
addressing women's rights, 
organizing an assembly at your 
school, or holding a fundraiser 
within your community. Do 
anything that brings awareness to 
topics that have such great 
importance. It is key that your 
activity revolves around the 
concept of women's rights and 
goes beyond holding a bake sale  
or car wash drive. Seeing is 
believing, so using powerful but 
hard to watch images and videos 
are sure to drive the message home 
with others.  Network yourself 
and contact foreign organizations 
and partner with them. Start 
petitions and write to 
representatives and foreign 
embassies demanding change for 
women everywhere. Support other 
organizations and advocates that 
work to advance women's rights by 
spreading their message as well. 

Visit the Atijeevan Foundation:
http://

www.atijeevanfoundation.org/

Visit from their first breaths
http://

fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.c
om/

With your help change is 
possible

http://www.atijeevanfoundation.org/
http://www.atijeevanfoundation.org/
http://www.atijeevanfoundation.org/
http://www.atijeevanfoundation.org/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/
http://fromtheirfirstbreaths.weebly.com/

